Approved For Release 2000/08/29 : CIA-RDP79R00890A000500050015-1

BEST COPY
Awvailable

6/24/98

Approved For Release 2000/08/29 : CIA-RDP79R00890A000500050015-1



N P
£ ;

JAFROPZ9R00890A800500050015-1

o
RF

Approved For Release 2000/0%?

5 BRIEFING 4 Hay 1553

BACEGHOUND--VOTING FOR ITALIARK PREBIDERT

I. Coustitution provides election of new president avery

#OVeH YyEars.

x. Presidant is elected by hoth houses of parliament,
{total: 833) plus represeniatives froa each of
italy's 19 "Regions™, specially elected by sach
regionsl council ia proportieca to local party
sirength.

#. Because ounly four "regions” have been established
since conmtitution drawn up in 1848, only ten re-
gional "electors” voiled os this occasion: three
each from Bicily, Ssrdiaia, sad Soutk Tyrol; plus
a single "elector” from Aosta Yalley, which rates
only one, _

. Yote i» by secret ballot: two~thirds msjority
{582 of total poessible #43) ia required to win
on Tirst thres ballots, after that, an absolute
spjority (422) saificieat.

il. Candidates for presidepcy im 1950 election were:
f. Luigi Einaudi, Italy’s President from 1948 to 1958,

He was originally supported by Premlier Hcelba's
center faction of Ch's, plus minor desocrstic

parties, L 9
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1. Supportera believed sz non-Ch President could
beiter represent the conlition governuent,
B. Cesare Nerzagorsa, an Indepeadent who was slected
depaty in 1953 on €U ticket. He was the official
CP gandidate, but was opposed by minor parties aund

i center 28 beiag » crypio-Ch.
1. Appareatly also opposed by right and left Ci's
as not belag CU eneugh,

C. Glovanai Groschl, a Christiss Demoerat and presi-
dent of chamber of deputies. He was the candi-
date of exirese “lefi™ faction of Ch'sm.

B. Ferrucclo Pasrri, a former Action Party Premier

(1945), now considersd soa-party san. He re-
woved bhis support from De Gasperi's ceater coali~
tion goverasment at time of '53 eleetions, in pro-
test against Ch~sponsored “bonus™ slectoral lav
{genersl uapopularity ef which was factor in govera-
wsent's electoral defeat).

1. He was the aonounced presidential eandidate of
both NHesni Soclalists sad Communists, bui ouly
az a first ballot dewmonstratiox.

i1l. There were four ballots.
4., Oun [irat ballot:
Farri got 308 (appareatly Communists, znd Kennt
Pocialists and some Republicans).
Herzagora--228 (apparestly seme Ch'a).
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Lissudi~-1230 (apparently seme CD's, plus misor
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democratic parties).
Groacki--30 (appareatly Iar “left” wing of CD's).
Blask ballots—-88 (apparently Sonavchiste end
neo~-Faaciate).
Remaionder (88) scattered, veid or absent,
B. On second ballot, Parri withdrew., Vote:
Yerzagors—235
Tinsedi--80
Groachi--127 (gains appareatly frem right CD'a).
Blagk ballots--332 (mostly Communists and Heani
Socialists)
€. ©n third ballet: |
Herzagors got 245 (reportedly some Homarchismim).
Einaudi-~61
Groschi--281 (Heani Socialist sod some more CD's
threw him their support),
Blaak ballots--155 (spparesntly Cemmunisis).
te 4n fourih ballot, Nermagors said he would withdraw,
ﬁwﬁ w28 elected by 658 (rsporiedly some Nonarchists
~-including Covelli {leader of Eationa]l Mowarchist
Partyj~—some Spcial Democrats and most CD's, plus Neani
Socialists and Communists, Communist last-minuie switeh
iz said to have been aitempt to aveld lselation.
1. Eissudl got 70 (reportediy Libersls snd some Social
Democrats), snd 92 blask ballots wire cast (report-
#dly soue Pesarchists, and Fanfani group in D).
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i¥. Duties and powers of Italisn President:
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Head of state; commands arsed forces; declares war,
an decision of parlimment,.

May dissclve one or both chambers, except during
lsst six months of term.

Nominates Premier (altbhough Premier's actual in-
vestaeat depends on formal parlissentary approval).
Can veie laws on own ifaliilstive,

Ko other acte of the President sre valid unless
countersigned by the Niaisters vroposing th&ﬁ,

who thereby assume responsibility fer them.
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